Community identity limits and controls differences in wealth among peasants by pressuring the wealthy to put any surplus into feasts or other village benefits?a redistributive mechanism that "levels differences of wealth" (Wold 1955:458), works "against the development of large differ? ences in wealth" (Scott 1972:27), or "redistribute(s) or consume(s) the surplus wealth ofthe richest" (Migdal 1974:69) . In other words, social pressures and the desire for prestige within the village lead to an expenditure of surplus income within the village that levels income differences. Thus, if there is a short-run accumulation of resources, it will be spent on fellow villagers. 
